
Arthur Russell Strings  
 A chamber music program  

for  
young people 

2013  Summer Session 
July 5 and 6 

Student Concert July 6, 2013 
Southwest Harbor, Maine 

ARS dedicates our study of string playing to the memory 
of influential New York composer and cellist, Arthur 
Russell.  Arthur may be best remembered for the ex-
traordinarily beautiful sounds he produced with his voice 
and cello and his exploration of the range of musical 
emotions, from reverence to playfulness.   

Mentors 

     Carefully selected college age and conservatory 
graduate musicians assist faculty with coaching 
younger students and occasionally play in ensembles.  
ARS mentors add inspiration and dynamic experi-
ences for our young musicians.   
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About Us 
     Established in 1998 on Mount Desert Island, Arthur Russell Strings (ARS) offers intermediate and advanced level music 
students the opportunity for rigorous training and  performing experiences as part of a chamber music ensemble. Students in 
grades 6-12 benefit from a supportive community atmosphere while preparing for a public performance which showcases 
individual chamber ensembles and the ARS orchestra.. 

     The 2013 program will be a two-day festival of music with our distinguished faculty, coaching and instructing ensembles 
and orchestra and providing opportunities for performance.  Students are selected for the program on the basis of demon-
strated playing ability coupled with enthusiasm, interest, and musical experience.  Students participate for the full day, from 
9:30 AM to 4:30 PM. , attending workshops with master faculty and participating in an ensemble with coaching and perform-
ance opportunities.  All students will be given program music well in advance and are expected to prepare for the two-days 
with their current music teachers prior to joining their ensembles in July.  An early evening public concert will be performed 
on Saturday at the conclusion of the session.     

     The campus of Pemetic School and St. John  Church in Southwest Harbor is the welcoming home for ARS activities.  Stu-
dents are expected to bring a bag lunch each day and ample opportunities for breaks and  friendships are provided throughout 
the festival.  The final concert on Saturday evening is followed by a reception for  student, family and friends.  

Tuition and Financial Aid 

     Tuition is $295 for full day students. We are commit-
ted to providing scholarship assistance so that qualified 
students will be able to attend ARS. Applications for 
tuition assistance may be submitted on www.arstrings.org. 

Applying 

  Applications may be completed on our website, 
www.arstrings.org, and must be submitted with a 4-5 min-
ute recording that can be uploaded with the application. 
Application deadline: APRIL 30, 2013 !  Students are 
placed in ensembles as accepted and music selections will 
be assigned well in advance of the July dates.  For more 
information or on-line assistance, send e-mail to ar-
strings355@gmail.com or call Nancy Colter (207-244-3967) 
or Noreen Silver (207-735-0666). 

Pianist, Nancy Colter - A native of California, our Artistic Director began her piano studies in the San 
Francisco Bay Area.  She studied solo piano and chamber music at two California State Universities, Mills 
College, New England Conservatory, and Bennington College.  As a soloist and chamber musician, 
Nancy has performed widely on both coasts and is now teaching in Maine after most recently serving on 
the faculty of the Concord Community Music School, Concord, NH. 

Violinist, Richard Hsu - Currently teaching in Blue Hill, Ellsworth and Bangor, Rich-
ard studied at the Indiana University School of Music and Manhattan School of Music.  
He has performed widely with orchestras and as a soloist, as well as in local chamber 
groups, The Cormier Trio and Windhover Ensemble.  Richard and his wife Heidi Powell 
recently founded the Peninsula Community Orchestra on the Blue Hill, Maine peninsula 
and BOOM, the Baroque Orchestra of Maine. 

Cellist, Noreen Silver - A native of Glasgow, Scotland, Noreen studied at London’s Royal College of 
Music and New England Conservatory.  With her husband Phillip Silver, she formed the Silver Duo, 
performing in Israel, Scotland, Europe, and America.  Noreen is currently the principal cellist of the Ban-
gor Symphony Orchestra and an adjunct faculty member at the University of Maine, Orono, teaching 
cello and chamber music 

Faculty 

Violinist, Lydia Forbes –Currently based in Alna, Maine and a principal in the DaPonte String Quartet, 
Lydia has concertized throughout Europe with Ensemble L'Archibudelli, Zephyr Kwartet, Het Schoen-
berg Ensemble, Sinfonietta Amsterdam, Osiris Trio, I Fiamminghi, and Ensemble Explorations. She has 
recorded with some of the world's most prominent classical labels and as soloist with the Czech Radio 
Philharmonic.  She has also performed for festivals in Europe, Australia, New Zealand, and the U.S. 
Lydia has also served as concertmaster for Het Orkest van het Oosten in the Netherlands.   


